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and much of the high efficiency of its enlisted personnel is due.
It is a matter of deep satisfaction, in the later years of life, to
have been identified with measures of such vital consequences
in bettering some of the conditions in the life of the enlisted
men of the service, and to have helped in improving the status
under which they serve; for, after all, it is on their skill behind
the gun, or before the furnace, that we are to depend for victory
in the combats of the future.

The business connections of the bureau and a residence in
Washington necessarily brought its chief into personal and offi-
cial relations with many of the prominent men of that period.
It broadened the horizon of observation and enlarged oppor-
tunities for observing men and motives in the great arena of
political life. As a center, "Washington is the Mecca of all
Americans. Most of the distinguished statesmen of the coun-
try and men of eminence in the various professions, as well as
the noted men in the naval and military services, are met in the
Capital. Kings and queens of other countries are not visitors,
though princes representing the royal houses of Europe have
visited the city.

Foreigners of almost every other grade have been visitors to
study our methods and customs and to contrast them with those
of older peoples of Europe. The science of popular govern-
ment in full operation is there to be witnessed by them, and from
time to time it has been discussed in the foreign monthlies, not
always in fairness. But the nation has grown so phenomenally
great in numbers, in wealth and in culture, that it invites critical
comparison with composure.

It surely is the one place in America where discussions of
business, or the price of stocks, are fully intermixed with, all
the other subjects that are interesting to the people. As an
intellectual center it attracts the scientific men of the nation
and world. Its museums and galleries are replete with subjects
for the student of art and science and literature.

It was the chief's privilege to meet and know at different
times the notable men of civil and military life living in Wash-
ington or who visited it. The list included a large number of
those who had been prominent in Congress, in the Cabinets, in
the great departments, and in the sister military service.osition to the measure at that period overthrew action inter-ht not be delayed from their fishing grounds nor tempted
